[Mast cells and atherosclerosis].
Recent data indicate an important role of mast cell in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis; especially the influence of biologically active substances derived from mast cells such as serine proteinases on metabolism of angiotensin, bradykinin and lipoproteins. The presence of mastocytes in the hinge region of atherosclerotic plaque seems to indicate their important role in plaque rupture and complications of fibrous plaque. Besides the many pathogenic effects of mastocytes they may participate in the maintenance of vascular wall integrity and regeneration. This article presents important aspects of the role of mast cells in pathogenesis of atherosclerosis.